A Chronology of the James Mellor Family and the Martin Handcart Company Saga
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“And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be
established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations
shall flow unto it.”  Isaiah 2:2

”My people must be tried in all things, that they may be prepared to receive the glory that
I have for them, even the glory of Zion....” D&C 136:31

“A religion that does not require the sacrifice of all things never has power sufficient to
produce the faith necessary unto life and salvation....” Joseph Smith, Lectures on Faith,
D. 58

«...if the heavens gather blackness, and all the elements combine to hedge up the way;,
and above all, if the very jaws of hell shall gape open the mouth wide after thee, know
thou, my son, that all these things shall give thee experience, and shall be for thy good.

“The Son of Man (meaning Jesus) hath descended below them all. Art thou greater than
he?”  Revelation to Joseph Smith while a prisoner in Liberty Jail, March 1839. D&C
122:7-8 :
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1805, Dec. 23, Joseph Smith born in Sharon, Vermont.

1819, March 20, James Mellor, Sr., youngest child of William Mellor and Ann
Dilks, born in Leicester, England.

1820, spring, 1* Vision of Joseph Smith

1830, Book of Mormon published March 26™, Church organized April 6th

1837, July 1, first seven missionaries set sail for England.

1838, April 16, James Mellor and Mary Ann Payne married in Leicester, England.
1842, August, after relentless persecution of the Church, Joseph Smith prophesies,
“ Saints would continue to suffer much affliction and would be driven to the Rocky .
Mountains...”

8. 1844, April 20", Mary Ann baptized

9. 1844, April 29", James baptized

10. 1844, June 22, Joseph Smith killed

11. 1846, February 4 , Saints leave Nauvoo under Brigham Young

12. 1847, July 24, Brigham Young’s Company arrives in Great Salt Lake Valley

13. 1847, December 23, General Epistle sent to England for Saints to migrate to Utah.
14. 1850, Perpetual Emigration Fund Company Incorporated to help poor migrate

15. 1852, “Fund” used to help European Saints

16. 1849 to 1855--16,000 Saints emigrated but 20 times more wanted to come—a
cheaper mode of transportation sought.
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1855, Sep., Brigham Young sends letter to European Mission president regarding
benefits of handcarts.

a) cheaper, stretch ‘fund’ more

b) fewer supplies needed

c) just as quick or quicker

d) most walked anyway

e) carts could be made without iron

) fewer hassles with oxen, fewer animals to tempt the Indians

“Fire of emigration blazes though Europe;” 1900 people sign up for the ‘handcart
emigration’ of 1856

Many quit jobs (those who were fortunate enough to have them) and arrive at
emigrating point (Liverpool), penniless, even before arrangements can be made
for their passage to America. There was also difficulty in procuring boats in a
timely fashion, creating delays.

Many were faced with the decision of remaining in Great Britain during the winter
of 1856 to starve, go to the poor house, or run the risk of a late journey across the
plains. James Mellor had spent most his of his life, starting at the age of six,
struggling for work to make ends meet. Consequently he had only 6 months of
formal education. Having already spent time in “debtor’s prison” for no other
crime than being poor, he made the decision to emigrate.

After arriving in Liverpool and completing preparations for trip, Mary Ann gives
birth to twins who die after living only seven
hours. Ship is to sail that same day.

James Mellor family at time of

Reluctantly, James takes rest of family on sailing

board and Louisa and Emma M. stay with James (37)

ailing mother. Mary Ann (36‘)\
25™ of May, 1856, weather delays ship two Louisa (15)

days and Mary Ann joins crew via stretcher. Elizabeth (14)
The belated “Horizon” sets sail from Mary Ann (10)\ 4

James Jr. (8) [ »o°%°
William C. (5)

President of company is Edward Martin, a Emma N. (3)

returning missionary. The ship carried 856 Clara A. (3)

emigrants, 221 ordinary passengers and 635 funded by “The Perpetual Emigration
Fund.”

28" of June, ship arrives in Boston Harbor, 5 2 weeks later.

2" of July, board train leaving Boston.

8™ of July, arrive in Iowa City. “Iowa Hill,” the designated outfitting point is
located 3 %2 miles outside of town.

Wood and labor had been exhausted outfitting previous three handcart companies
and precious time was then spent procuring unseasoned lumber and building the
necessary carts.

28" of July, Martin Company of 622 (50% bigger than any previous group; % of
the families were headed by widows, 1/3 of group were children under 13, 1/3
women, ¥ men--many crippled and aged) departs Iowa City with 146 handcarts

Liverpool, England, the last emigrant ship of
the season.
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and 7 wagons. None had any ‘camping’ or harsh winter experience. The James
Mellor family had two handcarts. James and Mary Ann pulling one and Louisa and
Charlotte Elizabeth on the other. Mary Ann was still ill from childbirth. James
became ill so he had to lighten the load so the children could pull the cart by
leaving precious books and records in Iowa City that were never recovered.

11" of August, arrive “Winter Quarters” (Florence, Nebraska) after traveling 277
miles.

28™ of August, depart “Winter Quarters.” Precious time spent repairing already
failing carts. Big debate over whether to winter here or press on. All but Elder
Levi Savage favored moving on. Reluctantly, he goes with group vowing to help
them even though they may die trying.

7" of September, Elder Franklin D. Richards group on horseback and fast
carriages passes Martin company promising to hurry for help, later purchases
buffalo robes for Saints at Ft. Laramie.

4" of October, Elder Franklin D. Richards and his party of missionaries returned
to Great Salt Lake City with reports of struggling handcart companies. Prior to
this, it was assumed in Salt Lake that the third handcart company which had
arrived two days earlier was the last of the 1856 immigration.

5™ of October, General Conference. Brigham Young called for a massive relief
effort to be sent. The Saints in the valley, who were still struggling themselves (a
drought and the grasshoppers of 1855 had drastically reduced crops ) and were
by no means prosperous, worked all day and into the night assembling teams,
rescuers and supplies. Pres. Young was prepared to use marshal to help round up
teams if not “volunteered.”

7* of October, first of many wagons heads east under George D. Grant and
Robert T. Burton.

8™ of October, Martin company arrive at Fort Laramie, Wyoming. Expected
supplies not waiting for them. Rations drastically reduced, some sell watches and
jewelry at Fort for provisions.

12" of October, rescue party arrives at Fort Bridger—no word of handcart
groups—many rescuers had started for home thinking. the handcarts had
“wintered somewhere or perished.” Grant and Burton trudge slowly forward as
Grant sends four men, horses and a light wagon ahead speedily.

13" of October, Brigham Young himself sets out with Heber C. Kimball and
rescue party. Brigham becomes ill and all but two of their party return.

15" of October, Grant'’s group arrives at Green River—still no word or sign.
17" of October, major snow storm catches rescuers at South Pass, traveling
difficult, more teams left behind as others plod forward. “ Had anyone in the
relief party foreseen the condition of either of the handcart companies, they
would have gathered all the stores and teams at Fort Bridger, Green River, and
South Pass and traveled day and night until their animals broke.”

17" of October, Deer Creek (Glenrock), Wyoming, because of the growing
weakness of the Martin emigrants and the teams, baggage reduced to ten pounds
per adult and five per child. Blankets, other bedding, and clothing were thus
thrown away to lighten the load.
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18" of October, Grant stops main party at Willow Creek, unwilling to go further
in snow until sure of a destination. (Willie's handcart party was only a days drive
away at the” Fifth Crossing of the Sweetwater”, stranded and dying.)

19" of October, Captain Willie and Brother Elder set out on horseback to try and
find a relief party, as promised by Elder Richards. Their meager rations had
completely run out the previous day.

That afternoon, apparently passing each other the advance relief party comes
upon the Willie handcart company. They offer a portion of what little they
carried, spurned them on to Grants main group, and headed for the Martin
handcart group.

19" of October, Martin’s company reaches last crossing of the North Platte river,
near Red Buttes and a little west of present Casper, Wyoming. Here, the two
wagon trains in the rear caught up with Martin’s company and helped the
immigrants and their handcarts across. River was full of snow and ice, many
fatalities occurred. “We had scarcely crossed the river when we were visited with
a tremendous storm of snow, hail, sand, and fierce winds.”

20™ of October, Willie and Elder find Grant’s main group.

21* of October, Willie, Elder and Grant head back another 25 miles, finding Willie
handcart group in a snowbound camp in the river bottoms. They had made it 16
miles since seeing the advance team. Grant’s group then split up and Elder
Kimball led these pioneers west. The next day they went up “Rocky Ridge,” a five
mile ascent toward South Pass—the Continental Divide, “ the most difficult day of
the trip.” Many still die and are hungry and cold but their condition continues to
improve as they meet more help. (250 wagons by early November were in the
relief effort)

22" to 27" of October, Grant and his eight relief wagons continued east
(traveling 100 miles in 5 days through deep snow), the advance riders previously
sent had been instructed to stop at “Devil’s Gate,” it being considered unsafe to
go further. They were disappointed but not surprised to find the advance riders
waiting at “Devil’s Gate” with no word of the Martin group.

27" of October, Grant camps at “Devil’s Gate” and sends advance team east
again (Joseph A. Young, John Garr and Daniel Jones with horses and a pack
mule) to try and locate other handcart group.

28" of October, advance team finds Martin company at Red Bluffs, 65 miles
east of “Devil’s Gate.” The relief team carried no flour, only hope—three days
away. 56 people in the handcart company had died in the 9 days while the blizzard
had stranded them here since crossing the Platte River. The express team then
hurried on to the Hunt and Hodgett wagon companies 15 miles farther on. Young,
Garr and Jones then worked painfully to get the handcart and wagon trains
moving, their only hope being to head west. As soon as they were moving, Young
rode ahead to inform Grant at “Devil’s Gate.” One rescuer wrote, “ A condition of
distress here met my eyes that I never saw before or since. The train was strung
out for three or four miles. There were old men pulling and tugging their carts,
sometimes loaded with a sick wife or children—women pulling alongside sick
husbands—Ilittle children six to eight years old struggling through the mud and
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snow. As night came on the mud would freeze on their clothes and feet. There
were two of us and hundreds needing help. What could we do? We gathered on
to some of the most helpless with our lariats tied to the carts, and helped as many
as we could into camp...” '

30™ of October, Young arrives at Grant’s camp with news. Grant and ten wagons
go out to help, the rest stay and prepare the meager “fort” at “Devil’s Gate” to
shelter 1200 incoming emigrants.

31* of October, Grant meets Martin’s group at Greasewood Creek (16 miles
farther east) with only “meager supplies,” help bury dead, pack up group and head
west. Captain Grant sent the following report to Brigham Young upon finding the
Martin company, “...you can imagine between five and six hundred men, women
and children worn down by drawing hand carts through snow and mud; fainting by
the wayside; falling, chilled by the cold; children crying, their limbs stiffened by
cold, their feet bleeding and some of them bare to snow and frost. The sight is
almost too much for the stoutest of us....” :

1* of November, camp at “Independence Rock,” five miles east of “Devil’s Gate.”
2™ of November, arrive at “Devil’s Gate.” ‘

3" November, council held at fort to decide whether to winter there or press on.
Decision made to press on ( many of the emigrants needed medical care), Grant
sends another express (Young and Garr again) west, this time for more help,
realizing that what he has is only a “drop to the bucket to what is needed.”
Another blizzard strikes, space in “Fort” vastly insufficient as wagon trains had
come in.

After several nights in stockade, handcart group told to cross river and camp in
cove (Martin’s Cove) three miles west where better shelter could be found. The
Sweetwater River was over 100 feet across and full of ice. Many said they
couldn’t do it. Young men of rescue party heroically carry most across (C. Allen
Huntington, George W. Grant, David P. Kimball.)

Handcart company remains at cove for five hungry days. November 6™
temperature drops to 11 below 0.

8" of November, weather breaks and group moves slowly out (only 1/3 of
Martin’s group could walk, many handcarts abandoned as sick loaded in wagons,
luggage from wagons left at fort for winter with Daniel Jones, three of the rescuers
and seventeen men from Hodgett’s wagon train to guard it. They were left with
only meager supplies and spent several weeks eating boiled rawhide). Group
trudges slowly onward, by journey’s end between 150-167 of Martin’s group
would die.

9™ of November, Willie company enter Salt Lake Valley.

11™ of November, Martin’s group meets lone rescuer Ephraim K. Hanks with a
recently killed and greatly welcomed buffalo. Ephraim informs Grant that many
rescuers had given up and turned back. Grant sends another express team west
which finds Reddick Allred (apparently missed by Garr and Young), who had
refused to give up, at South Pass. The men rode all night and returned with
Alllred’s four teams and flour the next morning at 5. Despite such help the groups
were nearly destitute of provisions.
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11" of November, Brigham Young apprised of approximately 77 teams of the
rescue party that had turned back, having given up on the remaining emigrants.
He sends express riders which find them at “Big Mountain,” “reprimanding them
severely” and turning the teams back to find the last handcart group. Precious
time had been lost. The teams hurried back, encountering Young and Garr ( who
themselves had turned around other returning teams) on the way and learning
that the handcart group was camped at “Devil’s Gate.”

The returning teams apparently traveled day and night with earnest.

18" of November, caravan of 30 wagons lead by Hosea Stout, meets one of
Grant’s express groups “at the station on the Sweetwater.” That night the
emigrants are brought in, some on the backs of the rescuers. Now there are
enough wagons for all sick and ailing to ride. The next day they came to “Rocky
Ridge,” where the Willie group suffered many losses in bad weather.

More wagons meet the group and they continue to make good time, 25-30 miles
per day. Light “ambulance "wagons travel ahead with the worst of the sick.

23™ of November, arrive at Fort Bridger.

25" of November, arrive at Evanston.

Grant now feels safe to leave group in charge of Robert Burton, he rides ahead to
get help in clearing the mountain passes.

President Young has already had teams, under Joseph A. Young and Brigham
Young Jr., going back and forth in the mountains to keep the roads clear for the
incoming rescuers.(4 feet of fresh snow had fallen with 20 foot drifts)

29" of November, group crosses “Big Mountain.”

30™ of November at noon, 104 wagons carrying the Martin Company members
rolled past the old Tabernacle and halted before the tithing offices where the
former Hotel Utah now stands. Within an hour all of the company had either been
claimed by friends or relatives or assigned to caretakers.

John Jaques, one of the Martin emigrants who lost a 2-year-old, wrote:, “The
meeting of the emigrants with relatives, acquaintances, and friends... was very
solemnly impressive. Some were so affected they could scarcely speak, but would
look at each other until the sympathetic tears would force their unforbidden way.
In a short time, however, the emigrants were taken into homes of their friends and
made as comfortable as circumstances would permit them to be while they thawed
the frost out of their limbs and recruited their health and strength. The newcomers
would eat and eat and eat until they were literally and perfectly ashamed of
themselves, and then retire from the table hungry. It took a long time for an
emigrant to fill up and reduce his appetite to its normal condition. It was a serious
affliction upon those who had it, as well as upon their hospitable friends.”

Summary and Comments

The Martin and Willie expeditions have been termed the “worst disaster in the
history of western migration.”
*1856-1860—10 handcart companies, 3,000 ermgrants ~25 deaths total
other than Martin and Willie groups



*150 of 622 died in Martin Company, 67 of 500 in Willie
*40 of 87 died in Donner Party in 1846

Most Utahns and immigrants accepted the episode as merely one of the sacrifices
involved in doing God’s will and getting to Zion. Some attributed it to human
failure. In deploring the suffering of both the immigrants and their rescuers,
Brigham Young placed the major blame on the immigration officials.

In a speech at the Tabernacle in Salt Lake on November 2, 1956, President
Brigham Young severely reprimanded the church emigration officials for sending
out the handcarts so late in the season. He said they should have known better “
than to rush men, women, and children on to the prairie in the autumn months....”
“If they had sent our immigration in the season that they should have done, you
and I could have kept our teams at home; we could have fenced our five and ten
acre lots; we could have put in our fall wheat; could have got up wood for
ourselves and for the poor that cannot help themselves; and thus we might have
been providing for ourselves and making ourselves comfortable; whereas, now
your hands and mine are tied....we may have to live on roots and weeds again
before we get the wheat.” However, he also said “...they did the best they knew
how.”

T.B. Stenhouse wrote, “ Brigham Young did all that man could do to save the
remnant and relieve the sufferers. Never in his whole career did he shine so
gloriously in the eyes of the people. There was nothing spared that he could
contribute or command. .. good teams, flour, beef, potatoes, warm clothing and
bedding.”

July 23, 1994, Gordon B. Hinckley makes a speech at the dedication of a grave
site of 15 handcart pioneers on trail in Wyoming. In referring to the Rock Creek
site, President Hinckley said, "This is sacred and hallowed ground." He noted it
also "was one of those scenes of tragedy - this spot where we're gathered today.”
In his remarks before dedicating the site, President Hinckley explained: "The whole
trail over which the handcart pioneers moved was sanctified by their lives, their
sacrifices, their deaths, their sufferings, their testimonies concerning the cause
which they treasured more than life itself."

“How grateful we ought to be for their example," President Hinckley continued,
“How tremendous their heroism in the face of odds that are almost impossible to
understand. I'm confident, my brethren and sisters and friends, that in terms of
heroism, in terms of self-sacrifice, in terms of courage, in terms of faith, in terms of
facing up to adversity . . .there is no greater example in the history of this nation
than the example set by the members of the Willie and Martin Handcart companies
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